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1) School Profile  

a) School Details 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of School:   Pinelands North Primary School 

Address:    Richmond Avenue, Pinelands 

Nearest City:    Cape Town 

Province:    Western Cape 

Telephone:    021-531 3414 

Email:     admin@pnps.co.za 

Number of Pupils:   ± 450 

Number of Teachers:   14 

Grades:     1 to 7 

Home Language of Most Pupils: English 

Home Language of Most Teachers: English 

School Category:   City School 

 

mailto:admin@pnps.co.za
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b) Vision and Mission Statements 

Vision: Excellent staff, motivated pupils and participative families working together to provide an 

inclusive, quality education – making Pinelands North Primary a leading school on which 

other schools model themselves. 

Mission: 

 provides a happy, healthy, homely, safe yet challenging learning environment 

 develops the whole child's full potential academically, culturally, socially, spiritually and physically 

 builds a vibrant, reflective and committed staff team 

 encourages committed family support and involvement 

 develops co-ownership and accountability among all stakeholders, including the wider community  

 continually improves the range and quality of its academic and extramural activities. 

c) Previous Eco-School Activities 

This is the second year of PNPS enrolment in the Eco-Schools programme.  In 2011 we reported on a 

range of the school’s activities, programmes and projects within and outside the curriculum – for 

which the school obtained recognition from the Eco-School programme through a green flag award 

(see photo below).   

Among the projects reported on in 2011 was a much publicised address by Grade 7 pupils to the 

Western Cape Parliament, in which they highlighted their environmental concerns and provided 

recommendations on what legislators should be doing about them.  This was the school’s first 

project with the theme of Promoting Active Citizenship to Foster Environmental Stewardship.  In 

2012, we built on this theme, as will be evident from the report below.  We also reported on other 

programmes and activities, including the school’s community recycling programme and Arbor Day 

celebrations. 
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2) Context 
 

a) Demographics 

PNPS was founded in 1948, the same year the National Party came to power and legalised apartheid.  

Under South Africa’s sad history of apartheid, the school was open only to white children.  Finally, 

the school opened its doors to all South Africa’s children in 1990.  In 2010, we celebrated 20 years of 

inclusiveness, enriched by broad diversity among our staff and pupils.   

The demographics of the school are now a microcosm of the demographics of the province in which 

we operate.  Both the pupil and staff bodies now represent the broad spectrum of diversity in South 

African society – representing different cultures, religions, ethnic groups and belief systems.   

Diversity is celebrated in the school, as it contributes to the richness of the educational experience 

offered here.  In 2011, PNPS was publicly acknowledged by the provincial Minister of Education for 

its inclusive policies. 

Most recently, PNPS is proud to have been registered as a full-service school.  The school is focusing 

on adapting its facilities and increasing staff and other resources to optimally accommodate pupils 

with disabilities and special needs. 

The school serves mainly Pinelands, but pupils also come from surrounding neighbourhoods such as 

Thornton and Langa.  Pupils come from a broad range of socio-economic backgrounds. 

As a consequence, in their own neighbourhoods pupils are to greater or lesser degrees affected by 

environmental concerns such as pollution (for example, the Elsieskraal river canalised through 

Pinelands is particularly badly polluted), destruction of local habitats for development, and poor 

housing and sanitation (particularly prevalent in surrounding township areas like Langa). 

b) Environmental History of Pinelands 

The commitment of PNPS to protecting and promoting a healthy environment continues a proud 

tradition of environmental protection in Pinelands. 

Pinelands was the first Garden City in South Africa. The concept of Garden Cities was the brainchild 

of an English social reformer, Ebenezer Howard – born in 1850.  Howard Centre, the main shopping 

centre in Pinelands, was named after him.  Having grown up in the grime of the Industrial 

Revolution, Howard “conceived the idea of surrounding homes and workshops with gardens and 

green belts; of replacing tenements with homes standing in their own grounds; of diverting heavy 

traffic into main roads; of insisting on standards of architecture calculated to maintain the beauty of 

the original site; of segregating shops, factories and offices in areas where they could easily be 

reached by workers, and where they yet would not spoil the landscape; and of maintaining the 



PNPS Eco-School Report 2012 
 

6 | P a g e  
 

contact between town and country even when industries developed.” 1  He elaborated on this vision 

in a book called “Garden Cities of Tomorrow”. 

Persuaded by Howard’s ideas – and appalled by contribution of poor housing conditions to the 

spread of the 1918 influenza epidemic – in 1919 an influential South African, Richard Stuttaford, 

persuaded the then government of the Union of South Africa to register the “Garden Cities Trust”.  

Pinelands was identified as the suitable location for the first project.  The first house was built in 

1922.2 

Many features of Howard’s model made its way into Pinelands.  For example, in laying out the town, 

wherever possible, trees were retained and care was taken to ensure even the smallest lanes 

retained mountain views or at least a cluster of trees.  The common grid-like pattern of roads was 

avoided, and care was taken to ensure that wherever possible houses were built away from busy 

thoroughfares. 

Although the suburb has now grown much bigger, in many respects it remains true to the vision of 

its founders.  Unusually for suburbs located on the sandy Cape Flats, it retains many trees.  Residents 

enjoy the use of shaded walkways created alongside the canal which channels the Elsieskraal River 

through the neighbourhood.  Businesses are kept to discreet locations, to avoid unnecessarily 

commercialising the area.  The suburb is also one of the few “dry” areas of Cape Town – where sale 

of liquor through retail outlets is not permitted. 

During 2012, a group of PNPS pupils attended a fascinating presentation on the history of schools in 

Pinelands at the Museum for Education Conservation. 

c) School Ethos 

Perhaps the school’s ethos can best be portrayed in the following description by a past PNPS pupil of 

the “10 Great Things” that she enjoyed about the school: 

1. Pupils and teachers have lots of different religions, beliefs and cultures, and each one is 

respected in the school. 
 

2. We have a wide variety of sports, life orientation, technology, and arts and culture activities 

and clubs.  These include, for example: chess, table tennis, triathlon training, computers, 

drama, music, woodwork, needlework and the general knowledge club. 
 

3. Girls and boys wear the same uniform and can all participate in the same sports. 
 

4. The school encourages children to help in the community and to care for the environment. 

For example, the Interact Club raises money for various charities, and the Environment Club 

organises recycling and creates environmental awareness. 
 

                                                           
1
 “History of Pinelands: South Africa’s First Garden City” http://gadgeteer.co.za/historyofpinelands (accessed 8 

January 2012).  The text on this site is reproduced from a booklet written by Eric Rosenthal in the 1950’s. 
2
 “Pinelands, Cape Town” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinelands,_Cape_Town (accessed 8 January 2012). 

 

http://gadgeteer.co.za/historyofpinelands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinelands,_Cape_Town
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5. PNPS works on a system of praise rather than punishment.  Merits are handed out weekly to 

three people in every class; “Caught in the Act” encourages children to report good deeds of 

their peers. 
 

6. The “Creative and Talented” programme stimulates learning among children with ability 

through problem solving and projects. 
 

7. To promote outdoor learning and nature conservation awareness, pupils are taken on class 

outings, for example trips to Butterfly World, camps, and Grade 7 tours to Knysna. 
 

8. Pupils learn three languages: English, Xhosa and Afrikaans. 
 

9. “Readers Are Leaders” days are held, when successful business people and community 

leaders come and read to pupils to encourage them to read themselves. 
 

10. Two special Ubuntu Awards (teddy bears) are awarded annually to the pupils (junior and 

senior) who have been a shining example of community spirit. 
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3) Eco-Committee 
 

a) Composition 

The school’s Eco-Committee guides the activities of the Environment Club and provides input into 

the overall Eco-School approach of PNPS.  In 2012, the Eco-Committee included: 

 A teacher representative – Lindy Erasmus.  Lindy ensured smooth administration of the 

committee, liaison with the teacher body, coordination of the Environmental Club and its 

activities, motivation of the pupils, and so on. 

 

 A governing body representative – Peter Bester.  Peter was a practical “hands on” member, 

amongst other things bringing energy to the group, motivating the School Governing Body, 

arranging for recycling, and coordinating the planting and maintenance of indigenous 

vegetation on the school grounds. 

 

 A parent representative – Stephen Harrison. Stephen was actively involved in arrangement 

of the Parliamentary Picket Eco-School project this year. 

Towards the end of the year, the Eco-Committee was joined by Leroy Botha.  He will be taking over 

the Eco-School responsibility from Lindy Erasmus when she leaves PNPS at the end of 2012. 

The Eco-Committee was assisted from time to time by a range of other parents and staff in relation 

to specific activities.  Special recognition is given to those who faithfully assist pupils in the weekly 

recycling programme, including Brian Baxter, Lionel Adriaan and Sibongile Sam. 

b) Record of Meetings 

 
Date: 6 February 2012 
 
Attendance: Lindy Erasmus, Brian Baxter, Lionel Adriaan and Sibongile Sam 
 
Purpose of meeting:  2012 planning for recycling programme 
 

 
Date:  1 March 2012 
 
Attendance: Lindy Erasmus, Peter Bester, Stephen Harrison 
 
Purpose of meeting: Eco-school planning for 2012, budget proposals 
 

 
Date: 13 April 2012 
 
Attendance:  Lindy Erasmus, Stephen Harrison, Peter Bester 
 
Purpose of meeting: Planning for Parliamentary Picket project 
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Date:  20 April 2012 
 
Attendance:  Lindy Erasmus, Stephen Harrison, Peter Bester, Lynn Giles, Environment Club pupils 
 
Purpose of meetings:  In preparation for picket, briefing of pupils on endangered species, and the 
art of protest and toyi-toyi 
 

 
Date: 4 May 2012, 25 May 2012, 6 June 2012  
 
Attendance: Eco-Committee members, Environment Club pupils, parents 
 
Purpose of meetings:  Coordination of painting of posters and making wooden frames by pupils for 
Parliamentary Picket, and other preparatory discussions 
 

 
Date: 21 September 2012 
 
Attendance:  Lindy Erasmus, Peter Bester, Leroy Botha 
 
Purpose of Meeting:  Reportback from WESSA Eco-School workshop; plans for Leroy Botha to take 
over role of Eco-School coordinator; planning for end of year; recycling issues 
 

 
Date:  12 October 2012 
 
Attendance: Peter Bester, Leroy Botha 
 
Purpose of meeting: Planning for new recycling bins for school premises 
 

 
Date:  2 November 2012 
 
Attendance: Lindy Erasmus, Stephen Harrison, Leroy Botha 
 
Purpose of meeting: Handover from Lindy to Leroy 
 

 
Date:  6 December 2012 
 
Attendance: Lindy Erasmus, Peter Bester, Leroy Botha, Stephen Harrison 
 
Purpose of meeting: Eco-audit, Eco-School Report, plans for 2013 
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4) Eco-Code 
The PNPS Eco-Code is as follows: 

 

  

PNPS is committed to creating environmental awareness and promoting ecologically 

sustainable practices among pupils, teachers, parents and the broader community. 

 

We will strive to make our school more environmentally friendly by, for example: 

 continuing to promote recycling 

 finding ways to reduce the use of paper and water 

 actively discouraging littering 

 composting and planting trees 

 using less electricity 

 building environmental awareness into school projects and lessons 

We will encourage pupils, teachers and parents to protect the environment through, 

for example: 

 using energy and water wisely 

 where possible, walking, cycling or using public transport 

 buying locally-produced products 

 reusing old shopping  

 using energy-saving bulbs and rechargeable batteries 

We will try to promote awareness among the broader community about key 

environmental threats and opportunities, including: 

 global warming 

 industrial pollution of air and rivers 

 poaching of rhinos and other endangered species 

 over-fishing and harmful fishing practices 

 alternative forms of energy generation, including solar, wind, water and wave 

power 
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5) Eco-Audit: Whole School Reviews 1 and 2 
 

The scores of the Eco-Audit Whole School Review conducted in October 2011 was used as a baseline 

for comparison – and as a consequence these scores are used as the first Whole School Review for 

purposes of this report.  The second Whole School Review was conducted by the Eco-Committee on 

6 December 2012, and the scoring (together with commentary), constitutes the second Whole 

School Review.   To facilitate easy comparison, the results of the two review processes are 

consolidated into the table below: 

 Review 1 
Oct 2011 

Review 2 
Dec 2012 

Environmental Management at our School 
Environmental policy or code 

 Our school has an Environmental Policy or Eco-Code 4 4 

 Our school actively works to implement our Environmental Policy or 
Code 

4 4 

Whole school environment 

 The pupils take part in environmental management activities at school 3 3 

 Secretarial and other support staff are involved in environmental 
activities 

4 4 
 

 All teachers are involved in environmental activities at the school 3 3 

 The School Governing Body and/or community members help with 
environmental matters at your school 

3 3 

 Environmental matters are on the agenda at staff meetings 2 3 

Comments: 
     In 2012, Grade 6 Environmental Club members continued to take responsibility for the weekly 
community recycling programme at the school on Friday mornings, under supervision of parents and 
staff.  Given our commitment to involving the whole school in environmental issues, it is our intention in 
2013 to involve all classes in management of the recycling programme on a roster basis.  Environment 
Club members would coordinate. 
    The principal continues to instil a sense of responsibility in pupils to ensure tidiness and cleanliness of 
the school grounds – and encourages pupils to take responsibility for picking up litter in Pinelands more 
broadly. 
    We continue to benefit from the active involvement of a School Governing Body (SGB) member, Peter 
Bester, on our Eco-Committee.  Apart from his sterling contribution to the committee, he also ensures 
prominence of environmental issues in SGB discussions and decision-making. 
    The whole school (including teachers, support staff and pupils) were involved this year in a school 
drama production focused on environmental awareness, which is discussed in more detail under the 
“Projects” section below.  This, and other environmental project issues, resulted to a higher prominence 
of environmental issues in staff meetings this year.   
    However, environmental issues are not yet a standing item on staff meeting agendas and are instead 
still addressed on an ad hoc basis.  We also need to continue to work towards greater involvement of 
staff and pupils in routine environment management activities at the school.  For example, ideally the 
pupils should become more actively involved in activities like watering the planted trees, and emptying 
the new banks of recycling bins which have been erected on the school property. 
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 Review 1 
Oct 2011 

Review 2 
Dec 2012 

 

Theme 1: Resource Use 
 We know what our school’s electricity consumption is 3 3 

 We are implementing a plan to reduce energy use at the school 3 3 

 We know how much water we use at the school 3 3 

 We have access to clean water at our school and we implement a plan 
to conserve water 

3 4 

 The school grounds are managed for productivity, recreation and 
learning 

4 4 

Comments: 
     The school has in place a policy on conservation of resources (including water, electricity, paper etc), 
and this policy was recently reviewed to ensure it remains up to date. 
     Water is conserved in the following ways: the use of recycled water for irrigation of school grounds; a 
half-flush system in toilets; the gradual replacement of plants with indigenous flora; and the use of 
artificial grass in the newly developed area surrounding the after-care facilities.  The school also intends 
to implement a water harvesting system, although these plans are currently constrained by lack of funds. 
     Knowledge of electricity and water consumption has not yet filtered down beyond senior 
management to staff and pupils in general. 
     Overall, the school grounds are managed well for productivity, recreation and learning. 
      

Theme 2: Local and Global Issues 
 The school has an active recycling programme 4 4 

 The school grounds are litter free and our waste is properly managed 3 4 

 Our school has enough clean, functioning toilets 4 4 

 Staff and pupils have access to information about local and global 
issues 

3 3 

 We address some of the environment and development issues in our 
community 

3 3 

Comments: 
     The school continues to implement a very extensive community recycling programme whereby pupils 
and their parents bring mountains of waste, which are weighed and sent to Wasteplan for recycling.  
Weights are assigned to individual pupils and classes are incentivised to bring in the most waste for 
recycling.   
      In 2012, the school introduced new banks of recycling bins, allowing for separation of waste on the 
school premises.  
      There continues to be a strong drive led by the principal to keep the school grounds litter free.  Pupils 
and staff are continuously encouraged to pick up any litter that they see, irrespective of whether or not 
they dropped it themselves.  This drive extends not only to litter on the school grounds, but in the 
community too.  This includes a “mobile recycling club” in which pupils pick up litter while jogging.   

Theme 3: Nature and Biodiversity 

 Our pupils have regular opportunities to enjoy nature in safety 3 4 

 Our pupils study biodiversity in the outdoor classroom 2 2 

 Our teachers have a good knowledge of the biodiversity in the nearby 
natural environment 

2 2 

 Our school has access to up-to-date information about nature and 
biodiversity 

4 4 

 Our school has a garden or natural area with indigenous plants 3 4 
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 Review 1 
Oct 2011 

Review 2 
Dec 2012 

Comments: 
      PNPS planted a new indigenous garden on the school grounds during 2012, with the assistance of 
Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens.  This garden now provides an “outdoor classroom” for the study of 
biodiversity. 
      Environmental Club members also planted a succulent garden, with cuttings provided by pupils in the 
school.  This garden has also provided a demonstration of the usefulness of vegetation in reducing the 
risk of soil erosion. 
      The school runs a very active Multisport programme, whereby participating pupils are taken for 
bicycle rides, runs and open water swims in forestry, nature reserves and other outdoor settings.  
Participation in this programme is so popular that, for the second consecutive year, in 2012 the school 
won the BSG Triathlon award for most pupils from one school participating in their annual triathlon 
event. 
      The school organises various outings, such as a recent Grade 5 visit to Greenpoint Park – in addition 
to the camps and programmes discussed below. 
 

Theme 4: Healthy Living 

 Our pupils have access to healthy food on a daily basis 4 4 

 Out school has an HIV/AIDS policy and all staff and pupils know it 4 4 

 Our pupils have regular, safe opportunities to exercise in the outdoors 4 4 

 We implement steps to safeguard the pupils while in our care 4 4 

 We are taking action to reduce pollution in our own environment 4 4 

Comments: 
      Healthy living is strongly promoted by the school through teaching and other aspects of school life.  
Healthy foods approved by the heart foundation are made available through the school’s tuck shop as 
affordably as possible. 
      A progressive HIV/AIDS policy is implemented at the school.  It is prominently displayed on the 
website and in the school diaries of all pupils.  All parents are required to sign acknowledgment that they 
have taken note of the policy and have discussed the contents of the policy with their children. 
    The school aims to provide a safe and healthy environment for all pupils.  Participation in sport is 
encouraged with greater emphasis on participation for the sake of fun and healthy living than 
competitiveness. 

Theme 5: Community and Heritage 
 Our school undertakes projects to help the needy in our community 4 4 

 Our pupils regularly visit natural and cultural heritage sites 3 3 

 We have investigated the social and environmental history of our place 3 3 

 Teachers make use of local resource people with knowledge about our 
environment 

3 3 

 School activities promote an appreciation of cultural diversity and an 
integrated, democratic society 

4 4 

Comments: 
     PNPS strongly emphasises an appreciation and celebration of cultural diversity.  Through our PNPS 
Rotary Early Act Club, the school also continues to be involved in many community projects. 
      The school organises various outings to sites of environmental and cultural interest, including annual 
camps for Grade 5 and 6 children which exposes them to environmental education and the Grade 7 tour 
which this year visited, amongst other places: a wolf sanctuary, Cango Caves, the Feather Bed Nature 
Reserve, Monkey Land, and Knysna Elephant Park. 
      Every year, a Founder’s Day celebration explores some aspect of the school’s history.  This year, a 
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 Review 1 
Oct 2011 

Review 2 
Dec 2012 

group of children attended a presentation on the history of Pinelands schools at the Museum for 
Education Conservation.  This helped to instil a knowledge among PNPS pupils of the social history of 
their environment. 

Environmental Learning at our School 
Curriculum Content 

 The curriculum as taught by all teachers at our school, includes lessons 
on environmental topics 

4 4 

 All teachers draw on environmental management / improvement 
projects at the school, to strengthen environmental learning in the 
classroom 

2 2 

Environmental Information 

 Teachers and pupils can access quality information at the school on a 
range of environmental topics 

4 4 

Active Learning 

 Our pupils participate in enquiries of various kinds (e.g. experiments, 
field work, surveys, audits) as part of the formal curriculum 

3 3 
 

 Our pupils are involved in action projects to address local social or 
environmental issues 

4 4 

 Pupils go on excursions or outings 4 4 

 Teachers use the school grounds as an outdoor classroom 2 3 

 Our pupils have opportunities to participate in competitions and events 
like expos 

3 3 

 Our school has an environmental club 4 4 

Comments: 
      The accountability encouraged by virtue of the school’s enrolment in the PNPS programme has 
promoted a more deliberate focus by teaching staff on integrating environmental awareness into day-to-
day teaching. 
      Environmental learning takes place through the formal curriculum, activities of the Environment 
Club, excursions and camps, and even such activities as school speech contests.  For example, this year’s 
Best Speaker’s Contest was won by a Grade 7 pupil, Siphosethu Xamlashe, with an environmental theme 
– discussed in more detail below.  She was invited to recite her speech again at the Annual School 
Prizegiving. 
      The new indigenous garden provides a new opportunity for teaching on biodioversity to take place 
outdoors.  There nevertheless remains potential for more creative use of the environment in and around 
the school for teaching purposes. 
     The school’s environment club also received a boost this year.  Whereas it was previously available 
only to Grade 6 pupils, participation of Grade 4 pupils in the Club is now being conceptualised as being 
preparatory for innovative environmental action by Grade 7 pupils. 

Planning for Environmental Management and Learning at our School 
 Our teachers plan for environmental learning ahead of the new school 

year 

3 3 

 Environmental Calendar Days are integrated into the school 
programme 

3 3 

 We plan in advance for excursions and fieldwork and are able to obtain 
funds 

4 4 

 We request and get help from partners (e.g. municipality, NGOs, 
funders) for environmental actions and learning at the school 

3 3 
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 Review 1 
Oct 2011 

Review 2 
Dec 2012 

 We have plans in place to maintain any physical improvements we 
make at school 

4 4 

Comments: 
     Integrating environmental issues in planning processes has become more routine since the school’s 
registration as an Eco-School.  For the first time, the budget for 2013 includes a specific allocation for 
environmental activities – whereas previously expenses were dealt with entirely on an ad hoc basis.  
Although the budgetary allocation is small, this is an important development.   
    Again in 2012, activities were specifically planned around World Environment Day and Arbor Month 
(September).  For the first time, the school elicited the assistance of Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens in 
the greening of the school grounds.  The project around the Parliamentary Picket (see below) was done 
in close collaboration with the relevant stakeholders in Parliament and the City of Cape Town. 
     Effective advance planning for environmental issues nevertheless an area in which the school can 
continue to improve. 

Review and Reflection 
 As teaching staff, we regularly reflect on our teaching for 

environmental learning 

3 3 

 At least once a year, we reflect on the environmental issues and 
management actions at our school, to inform future action 

3 3 

Comments: 
     There has again been some improvement in this area this year, with teachers being asked to 
specifically reflect on their teaching for environmental learning – and the Eco-Committee meetings 
focusing reviewing on what is being done and can be done better to enhance environmental learning at 
the school.  The issue has also received attention on the school’s governing body agenda.  Nevertheless, 
more could be done to review and reflect on environmental learning and actions to ensure that we 
continuously improve in this area. 
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6) Reflections on the Second Whole School Review 
Although the Review reflects room for improvement in a number of significant areas, it is also a 

reflection of sustained progress. 

Over the past couple of years, ecologically sustainable practice and the promotion of environmental 

awareness have become more and more integrated in the overall ethos of the school.  This has 

promoted a shift in thinking, whereby environmental issues have increasingly become part of “what 

we do” and “who we are” as a school community, rather than the domain on an Environmental Club. 

The importance of this shift in approach is explained by the principal, Ms Morton, in the article 

reproduced below, which was recently published in the Pinelands community magazine The Muse 

(Issue 22, September 2012). 

Although the transition proposed in this article is not yet complete at PNPS, the school has come a 

long way to move in this direction. 

For example, the whole school came together with 100% participation of staff  and pupils in the 

2012 school drama production (Full Circle) – which is discussed in detail under “Projects” below. 

Environmental issues have become a topic of choice for pupils in the voluntary selection of subject 

matter for creative writing, speeches and so on.  An example is the speech prepared and delivered 

by the Grade 7 pupil, Siphosethu Xamlashe, for the school’s annual Best Speaker’s competition.  The 

text of this speech is reproduced below.  Siposethu won the title of Best Speaker, and was invited to 

deliver the speech again at the Prizegiving evening. 
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Siphosethu Xamlashe: “Going Green” (Winner – Best 

Speakers Competition, 25 September 2012) 

 

There’s a small cartoon character that goes by the name of ‘The 

Lorax’. His job in life is to speak for trees. Now the Lorax loves his job 

and the one thing he despises is people cutting down trees and 

destroying our beautiful environment! 

Today I’m going to be The Lorax and I’m going to speak, for not only 

the trees, but also the environment. 

The earth on which we live is covered by a layer of chemicals called 

the ozone layer. The ozone layer plays a very important role on our 

planet as it protects us from the dangerous ultraviolet rays of the sun 

by allowing only enough light and heat to enter. If the ozone layer 

was to disappear, living species all around the world, including human beings, would literally ‘fry’ to death. 

Unfortunately scientists have discovered holes in the ozone layer and we have no-one else to blame but 

ourselves.  One of the main causes for these holes is the family of chemicals called the CFC’s. CFC’s come from 

none other than our recourses and appliances such as hairsprays, deodorants, body lotions, etc, so please 

think twice before you spray more deodorant in the air than what you actually need! 

Many rainforests are being destroyed for our usage of trees. We use trees for paper, furniture, card, etc, so 

our ways of not recycling and just throwing things away aren’t helping, but are only causing more problems for 

the environment. This isn’t only affecting our animals, but also the water we drink and the air we breathe.  If 

all trees were to be cut down there wouldn’t be any oxygen, and we all know what that means! We as humans 

make use of aeroplanes, cars, fridges, washing machines, dishwashers, etc and these have, of course, 

improved our lifestyles but are actually beginning to threaten the existence of our planet.  

 One the biggest environmental problems due to these (the above mentioned issues) is Global Warming. 

Global Warming is causing weather patterns to change, ice to melt and that also causes sea levels to rise. 

Speaking of sea levels, scientists predict that by the middle of the next century sea levels would’ve risen by 2 

meters! 2 meters, that doesn’t sound like a lot, but listen to this…  

It actually means that low lying countries such as Bangladesh and Holland will literally disappear right under 

the waves! Big and beautiful cities like Tokyo and New York will also drown under the waves. The salt from the 

sea will obviously kill many living species. The unfortunate part though, is the fact that while our beautiful 

animals are dying, pests such as cockroaches and mosquitoes will roam and multiply and there’ll actually come 

a point where humans will have nothing to eat but these pests! Now, I don’t know about you, but I  definitely 

wouldn’t take pleasure in feeding on cockroaches, especially since we’ll not have any more appliances to at 

least cook them with! 

People, we live in a beautiful planet, but we’re also the main reason why, in the near future, it might not exist.  

Now is our time to stand up for it and do something about it … SO! What are you, yes you, going to do about 

it? 

THANK YOU  
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Another example of how environmental awareness has penetrated the school ethos is in the choice 

of a live sapling, rather than cut flowers, as decoration for the Prizegiving Ceremony.  This sapling 

was subsequently donated to another school.  This is explained in the extract from the Prizegiving 

programme, below. 
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7) Environmental Planning Framework 2012 
 

 

•September 2012 

•Eco-School Theme: "Global and Local Issues" "Full Circle" 
Drama 

Production 

•Calendar opportunity: World Environment Day 
(5 June 2012) 

•Eco-School Theme: "Nature and Biodiversity" 

Picket at 
National 

Parliament 

•Calendar opportunity: Arbor Month 
(September 2012) 

•Planting indigenous garden 

•Planting succulent garden 

•Eco-School Theme: "Nature and Biodiversity" 

Greening of 
the School 

•Continued weekly community recycling 
programme 

•Introduction of recycling bins 

•Eco-School Theme: "Resource Use" 

 
Recycling 

•Eco-School Themes: "Resource Use", "Global 
& Local Issues", Nature and Biodiversity" 

Curriculum 
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8) Eco-School Projects:  

a) Drama Production: “Full Circle” 
 

How did we investigate the issue or opportunity? 

This was a joint initiative of all staff, who together brainstormed topics for a drama production and 

decided on the theme of protecting the environment.  It is important to note that, in keeping with 

our commitment to whole school involvement in the Eco-School ethos, this was an initiative of all 

staff rather than of the Eco-Committee. 

What were our management and action goals? 

To promote increased environmental awareness and responsibility among PNPS staff and students, 

and among the broader Pinelands Community. 

Who was involved? 

The whole school, including pupils, teachers, support staff and some parents.  Staff and pupils were 

all cast in roles in the production. 

What did we do?  

Written and directed by teaching staff, a drama production was performed highlighting the 

importance of responsible environmental stewardship, active citizenship, and the importance of 

reusing, recycling and reducing waste.  Every grade had its own related theme, which was woven 

together in the overall narrative. 

See further the insert description of the production which featured in Pinelands community 

magazine, The Muse (November 2012). 

What did we achieve? 

After almost a week of sold out performances, the messages from the production reached an 

extensive audience from the Pinelands community and beyond.  The reach of the messaging was 

even more extensive considering distribution of a DVD of the production (available on request).  The 

production was well-received by the Western Cape Department of Education. 
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What did we learn? 

Considerable environmental learning took place among pupils as they discussed the issues which 

they would be acting out in the play.  As a school PNPS also learnt first-hand the benefit of whole 

school involvement in environmental issues. 

Where to from here? 

PNPS will continue to look for opportunities to ensure whole-school involvement in environmental 

initiatives, and to educate not only staff and pupils but also the broader community on 

environmental protection and ecologically sustainable practices. 
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Some photos 
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b) “Save the Animals” Picket at National Parliament 
 

How did we investigate the issue or opportunity? 

In 2011, PNPS students addressed the Western Cape Provincial Parliament on their concerns for the 

environment.  That experience was intended to be the first in a series of learning opportunities on 

the theme of “active citizenship and the environment”.  When the Eco-Committee considered 

projects for 2012 along this theme, protest and picketing was identified as another important form 

of democratic expression and activism.  It was therefore decided to provide PNPS pupils with the 

opportunity to experience this form of activism.   

The Eco-Committee decided that the plight of endangered species was both a critical issue requiring 

advocacy, and also one which was close to the hearts of children.  While the issue of rhino poaching 

was receiving attention in the media, the Eco-Committee felt that the threats to many other animal 

species was being largely overlooked in the media and in the minds of the public. 

World Environment Day (5 June) was identified as an appropriate calendar opportunity for the 

picket. 

What were our management and action goals? 

The picket was intended to be an important educational opportunity for children in relation to 

democracy and the exercise of active citizenship.  It was also intended to raise public awareness of 

World Environment Day, the plight of endangered animal species, and issues of biodiversity. 

Who was involved? 

Members of the Eco-Committee, other parents and PNPS staff were involved in briefing the pupils, 

assisting pupils with preparation of placards and drafting the memorandum.  Media relations wer 

coordinated by a parent, Lynn Giles. 

Cooperation and support was received from Adv Johnny de Lange (Chairperson of the Portfolio 

Committee on Water and Environmental Affairs in the national Parliament), Mr M Coetzee (Acting 

Secretary of Parliament) and other Parliamentary staff. 

Necessary permissions were received with the assistance of officials of the City of Cape Town, and 

the Chief Magistrate. 

What did we do? 

The picket at national Parliament on World Environment Day was the culmination of a long process 

of meticulous preparation.  

A meeting was called with interested Grade 6 and 7 pupils, to explain the opportunity, ascertain 

levels of support for the idea, and provide necessary briefings to the pupils.  Members of the Eco-

Committee, a parent with expertise in public relations (Lynn Giles), briefed interested pupils on: 

endangered species in South Africa; the role of government in protecting endangered species; how 

to deal with the media; the role of protest in effecting social change; and how to toyi-toyi. 
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After the briefing, pupils who were interested took letters to their parents requesting their consent.  

Interested pupils, parents and staff the participated in designing and painting placards – and in 

building wooden frames for the placards (see photos below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to ensure that the educational benefits of the process did not just benefit participating 

pupils, a briefing was provided to the whole school at a school assembly to explain what would be 

happening and why.  A mock demonstration with placards and toyi-toyi’ing was held in the assembly 

to pique the interest of the school. 

We believed that the educational benefit of the picket would be maximised, and any associated risks 

mitigated, if the picket was done with the cooperation of relevant stakeholders in Parliament.  A 

preliminary approach was therefore made to Adv Johnny de Lange, Chairperson of the Portfolio 

Committee on Water and Environmental Affairs in the national Parliament.  We were advised via the 

secretary of the committee that Adv de Lange was, in principle, supportive of the idea.  We were 

referred to the Acting Secretary of Parliament, Mr M Coetzee.  The Principal, Ms Morton, wrote a 

letter to Mr Coetzee requesting his support for the initiative.   

Once in principle support was obtained from Parliament, permission for the picket needed to be 

obtained from the City of Cape Town and, because the protest was planned for the precinct in front 

of national Parliament, also from the Chief Magistrate. 

Once permits were received from the City of Cape Town and the Chief Magistrate, Parliament 

provided confirmation that Adv de Lange would be available to receive the PNPS memorandum. 

Letters to Mr Coetzee and the Chief Magistrate are reproduced below.   
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A memorandum was prepared highlighting the pupil’s concerns about the plight of endangered 

species and recommendations to Parliament as to how best to address these concerns.  The 

memorandum was signed by all the pupils of the school.  The text of the memorandum is 

reproduced below: 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

WE, the representatives of the Environmental Club and learners at Pinelands North Primary School in particular, 

and of the children of  South Africa in general, have gathered before the buildings of Parliament on this World 

Environment Day to show how worried we are about endangered wildlife in South Africa. 

We are all very sad to think that by the time we become grown-ups, it may no longer be possible for us to see 

and enjoy many of our wonderful animals, birds and other creatures in the wild. This is because so many of 

them are dying out. The killing of rhinos is always in the news; but we can give a lot of other examples of 

seriously threatened animals ─  including wild dogs, various antelope, leopards, cheetahs, elephants,  spotted 

hyenas, riverine hares, wattled cranes, Cape vultures and African penguins. 

Some of the most important reasons for such animals being wiped out are: the destruction of natural habitats, 

poaching, pollution of the environment, illegal trading, and uncontrolled hunting. If we ask where the blame lies 

for this tragedy, the answer is clear.  Not natural causes; but just the stupid, irresponsible, greedy and short-

sighted actions of human beings. Therefore, it has to be people who will turn things around before it is too late. It 

is for this reason that we stand at the gates of Parliament today. 

We accept that caring about nature and wild animals is not the responsibility of Government alone. Every South 

African – including children like ourselves – can and must play a part. But it is still true that all our efforts need to 

be backed up by those who hold power in our land. We are aware that there are already laws in place, and that 

some good conservation work is being done. But a lot more has to be done, and quickly. The fact is that the 

problems we face are getting worse, not better.     

We therefore present this Memorandum to our President, cabinet ministers, and members of Parliament. 

We have the following ten demands: 

1. Face the truth that if you do not do everything possible to save endangered wildlife now, the country 

will suffer in many ways, and a precious heritage will be gone forever. 

2. Have a good look at the laws you have already, and correct and make them really powerful. They must 

have teeth like lions! Do this quickly, please. 

3. Do not allow people to damage and destroy habitats that endangered  animals need in order to survive.     

4. Make sure that there is enough money and game rangers to put a stop to the horrible and cruel killing 

of rhinos, and also the illegal buying and selling of all endangered creatures. 

5. Give us more educational programmes at our schools, communities and TV, so that more and more 

people will know about wild animals becoming rare and even wiped out altogether. 

6. Give a lot of money and other resources to organizations which are doing a great job in looking after 

the environment and protecting wildlife. 

7. Be very strict with professional hunters who do not keep to the rules stated in their licences. Some of 

them kill more animals than they are allowed to. They need to be punished for that. 

8. Encourage farmers and other landowners who are doing their best to protect and increase the numbers 

of endangered animals on their properties. Maybe the President could give them medals. 

9. Punish severely those farmers who trap and kill animals like leopards, caracals, baboons, jackals and 

porcupine, and in so doing destroy the balance of nature. 

10. Ban the use of dangerous pesticides and other substances that poison the environment and lead to the 

destruction of wildlife. 

 

We are the voice of the voiceless. The animals we are defending today cannot speak for themselves, but they 

have the right to continue sharing this world with us. Our world, this South Africa of ours, would be a very sad 

place without them. Please listen to what we are saying. 
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World Environment Day (5 June 2012) started with PNPS Eco-Committee Coordinator, Lindy 

Erasmus, and two pupils being interviewed live about the intended picket, on SABC 2’s Morning Live 

show.  The interview took place at the Cape Town International Convention Centre (see photo 

below). 

 

Then, as soon as school ended, the thirty participating pupils, as well as some staff and parents, 

made their way to Parliament. For the next couple of hours, the pupils toyi-toyi’d, shouted slogans, 

and waved their banners at passing motorists – drawing considerable public support. 

Advocate Johnny de Lange, Chairperson of the Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Water and 

Environmental Affairs, and other members of the committee, arrived to receive the memorandum.  

Pupils took turns to read portions of the memorandum to the representatives of the Portfolio 

Committee via megaphone, before the copy signed by all the pupils of PNPS was handed over to 

Advocate de Lange. 

Below are some photos of the event: 
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At the conclusion of the picket, pupils made their way into the chambers of Parliament to watch 

some of the Parliamentary debate on World Environment Day.  Although this was perhaps not quite 

as exciting as the picket, it provided important educational input into democratic process in action. 

 

 

The picket featured in the Cape Argus the following day: 
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What did we achieve? 

Our management goals were met, namely: 

 to educate PNPS children about the role of democratic processes and the exercise of active 

citizenship in protection of the environment; 

 

 to raise public awareness of World Environment Day, the plight of endangered animal 

species, and issues of biodiversity. 

Hopefully, in the process legislators were also conscientised and prompted to take greater action to 

protect endangered animal species from extinction. 

What did we learn? 

Considerable learning took place among all involved (children and adults alike) on the potential for 

individuals and groups to help to shape the future through environmental activism.  Once again we 

learnt that with a bit of imagination and a lot of tenacity, just about anything is possible. 

Where to from here? 

In 2013, the Eco-Committee will look for new project opportunities to continue the theme of “active 

citizenship and the environment”. 
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9) Curriculum Outcomes 
 

Teachers in all grades were encouraged to use opportunities provided by the curriculum to focus on 

our chosen themes of: Resource Use;  Nature and Biodiversity; and Global and Local Issues.  Below 

please find an outline of lesson plans in relation to each of these themes. 

 

a) Theme 1: Resource Use 

i) Examples of Lesson Plans 

 

GRADE 2 

Subject: Life Skills 

Topic:  Soil and Compost 

Lesson:  

- The importance of topsoil  

- Prevention of erosion by plants 

- Erosion  can be caused by drought, rain, wind or fire 

- Trees and plants get their food from the soil 

- Compost keeps soil healthy 

- Working with the soil – gardening 

 

GRADE 3 

Subject: Life Skills 

Topic:  Recycling  

Lesson:  

This year Pinelands North Primary School produced a school play with the theme of saving our 

environment.  The play was called “Full Circle” and the Grade 3’s part was all about pollution, 

landfills, reducing, reusing and recycling.  In conjunction with the school play, the pupils did lessons 

on pollution and recycling in class as a part of the subject Life Skills. 

GRADE 6 

Subject: Social Sciences & English 

Topic:  Combating soil erosion 
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Lessons:  

Social Sciences 

- The importance of soil 

- Layers of soil 

- Erosion and its causes 

English 

- Comprehension, writing and language exercises on topsoil and subsoil 

- Comprehension on the prevention of soil erosion 

- Discussion on deforestation 

Project: 

The Grade 6 pupils in the PNPS Enviro Club planted a succulent garden in April 2012, to help combat 

soil erosion outside our school premises.  The whole school got involved with this project by growing 

cuttings of succulent plants in their classes.  Vegetative reproduction was taught in Grade 4 as a part 

of the Natural Science curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Botham (Grade 4 Teacher) with a succulent plant cutting. Parents, teachers and Grade 6 pupils helped to plant the 
succulent garden. 
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ii) Examples of Pupils’ Work 

Grade 2: 

 

 

Grade 3: 
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Grade 7: 

 

 

 

 

 



PNPS Eco-School Report 2012 
 

37 | P a g e  
 

 

b) Theme 2: Nature and Biodiversity 

i) Examples of Lesson Plans 

GRADE 1 

Subject: Integrated with Literacy (Story Writing) and Maths 

Topic:  South Africa’s amazing wildlife 

Lesson:  

- What is a reptile? 

- What makes a reptile different from other animals? 

- Types of reptiles and their unique characteristics, e.g. camouflage, lizards shed their tails, 

snakes have forked tongues, snakes play dead when caught by birds, etc. 

- The parts played by reptiles in nature, e.g. snakes kill pests like rats. 

 

GRADE 4 

Subject: Natural Science 

Topic:  How things work in nature 

Lesson:   

In Grade 4, the following topics are covered in Natural Science: 

- Food chains – showing how energy is transferred between plants and animals in various 

environments 

- Producers and consumers 

- Animals and plants - understanding what is meant by terms like:  ecosystem, habitat, 

environment and food chain 

- Food Energy Stories – how energy is stored and used 

- Photosynthesis – understanding the basic process 

- Vegetative reproduction – understanding the two ways of reproduction 

 

GRADE 7 

 

Subject: Natural Science 

Topic:  South Africa’s amazing plant life 

Lesson:  
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In Natural Science this year, the Grade 7’s did a lesson on “Plants and their uses”, which was linked 

to how living things adapt to survive and how we use our resources.  We recognized that all kinds of 

plants are important and mostly useful, but we also established that we should definitely take care 

of our indigenous plants and use alien plants wisely.  Our investigations and brief research tasks led 

to feedback in the form of spider diagrams, on the best uses for certain kinds of plants and how 

communities should aim to protect the biodiversity in their immediate surroundings. 

 

ii) Examples of Pupils’ Work 

Grade 1: 
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Grade 2: 
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c) Theme 3: Global and Local issues 

i) Examples of Lesson Plans 

GRADE 2 

Subject: Beginning Knowledge 

Topic:  Shelter  

Lesson:   

- Why we need homes 

- How homes developed 

- Using readily available materials to build homes 

- Advantages of these materials 

- How to adapt when these materials are not available 
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GRADE 5 

Subject: Economic Management Science 

Topic:  Over-consumption and wasteful lifestyles 

Lesson:  

In EMS this year, the Grade 5’s learnt about how people can be responsible consumers of resources, 

while improving their standard of living.  They defined terms such as:  standard of living, developed / 

developing countries, consumers, resources and environment.  As activities, the Grade 5’s firstly 

completed an inventory on how they protect the environment in their everyday lives, and secondly, 

they played a game in which they bought items from the “Earth Store”, in an environmentally 

friendly way. 

GRADE 6 

Subject: Natural Science 

Topic:  Use of resources / Human destruction 

Lesson: 

In NS this year, the Grade 6’s learnt how to use resources wisely.  Topics covered included: 

- The importance of forests versus deforestation 

- Grazing on steep slopes versus overgrazing 

- Contour cultivation versus soil erosion 

- Well managed versus badly managed farm land 

- Good and poor irrigation methods 

- Harmless versus harmful treatment of industrial and domestic waste 

- Keeping river mouths clean 

- The management of beaches with public facilities 

- Keeping bays clear of pollution 

- The importance of saving water 
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ii) Examples of Pupils’ Work 
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10) Conclusion 
 

PNPS has once again appreciated the opportunity to participate in the Wessa/WWF Eco-School 

initiative during 2012.  It has again been a year of growth, learning and development for the whole 

school community, and we look forward to our continued involvement with the programme. 

 

 

PNPS Eco-Committee: 

Lindy Erasmus 

Leroy Botha 

Peter Bester 

Stephen Harrison 

 

Contact: Leroy Botha (leroybotha@gmail.com / 021-531 3414) 
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