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Newsletter 11/2021

15 June 2021

Dear Parents
Staff
•
•

We are really struggling to keep all classes covered at the moment! On average in the past month we
have had 4 staff off every day, and yesterday there were 7! Three of those are isolating so will be off
until next week!
We have signed our whole staff up for the Johnson and Johnson vaccine - a limited number of these
vaccines have been made available to WCED staff. Hopefully staff members will be vaccinated in the
new few weeks but we are awaiting further details. Three staff have received the first dose of the
Pfizer vaccine.

Youth Day tomorrow
A reminder that school is closed for a public holiday tomorrow, Wednesday.
Covid Update
• Many high schools in South Africa are being heavily affected by Covid cases at the moment, and this
is affecting primary school attendance too. We continue to have very few children who have
contracted the virus, and when they have, the families have isolated immediately, resulting in no
new infections at our school. Thank you for this!
• Families are however calling the school and asking if the school can be closed until the Third Wave is
over. The only person who can close a school is the Minister or the Head of Education in the
province. As long as the school continues to ensure social distancing of at least 1 metre, we ventilate
learning spaces well, and ensure mask usage, there is no reason to close the school currently.
• We keep being asked when families have to isolate. To clarify, people only need go into quarantine if
they meet the definition of a close contact: “A close contact is defined as a person having had faceto-face contact (less than 1 metre) or having been in a closed space with a confirmed COVID-19 case
for at least 15 minutes.” (NICD). The contact must have been while the case was symptomatic or
from 48 hours prior to symptom onset. Perfect mask wearing by both parties (3-layer cloth mask
worn over mouth and nose) can reduce this risk.
• Where cases at school have arisen, usually the case comes from outside of the school during social
engagements. Please keep ensuring that your children do not attend sleepovers or parties inside,
and that if a party is held, the spaces are well ventilated and only a few masked children attend.
• The school management is constantly re-evaluating the situation at school and in the country, and
getting medical advice. The Minster of Education has declared that all primary school pupils should
return full time on 26 July providing all Covid protocols can be adhered to as well. The question
remains though: if all Covid protocols can be in place at schools, why hasn’t every school got all their
children back already?
• There is a WCED letter on pages 6 and 7 of this newsletter on rapid rising cases.
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Replacement of textbooks and library books
Please keep a regular check on your children’s textbooks and library books. If you haven’t seen a few
textbooks recently follow up on them and replace them before the end of the year.
Return of library books
As the term draws to a close, we will be collecting all library books in the next few weeks. The last day to
take out or renew books will be 2 July 2021. We request that you all remind your children to return their
books. Please contact Caroline Eriksen on library@pnps.co.za should you want to report a lost
book. Caroline will explain the process around replacing lost or damaged books.
Learning Support Upcoming Events
Thank you to the Learning Support Department who are managing to keep our parents informed and as
close to the school as possible despite Covid restrictions. Make sure you follow us on FaceBook and wait for
email contacts to inform you of how to sign up for these next few events:
Date

Time

23 June 2021 09:00 - 10:00

Events
Music Virtual Showcase

10:30 - 12:00

IP Showcase

17:00 - 18:00

Rave-O (Literacy Workshop)

18:00 - 19:30 Virtual Celebration of the Arts
30 June 2021 10:00 - 10:40
11:00 - 11:40

Red Roots Virtual Showcase
Grade 7 Virtual Showcase

Performing your civic duty…
Please have a conversation with your children about when it is a good time to ‘tell tales’. Please re-enforce
for them that they are not ‘squealing’ – they have the right to be ‘righteously indignant’ if other children
offend them by the way they behave, by the words they use etc. Discuss the kind of things that is wiser for
adults to know about – that by ‘looking the other way’ they can be hurt or implicated in the act. If all our
children played ‘policeman’, the rest of the school would be protected from so much.
Parental controls
Please ensure that someone in your family ‘polices’ the internet and cell phones that your children have
access to in your home. A clever idea is to ask your child to place their phone in your bedroom every night
before they go to bed…as parents you then can randomly check, your child will know that you are
monitoring and so they will be very careful of what they look at or send to others. This will also prevent any
child spending hours awake on the cellphone when they should be sleeping.
School fees
• Every day we hear of schools struggling financially! Please keep on paying your fees and don’t let the
media tell you otherwise – the popular view outside is that you don’t need to pay – that schooling
should be free… Please don’t be conned – if you don’t pay, the school will suffer and directly that
means that your children will have to do without the things you have come to expect of our school.
• Please try not to pay the school in cash for school fees. At a recent finance meeting we discussed the
vulnerability of the staff who have to take the money to the bank, and to the school during school
hours and over weekends.
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•

Try not to send cash to school via your children as they do not understand the vulnerability of cash. If
you need to send money, please emphasize the need for it to be given to Crystal Dougall immediately
and send it in a sealed envelope, with all your details on the outside. We have a cash deposit box in
Crystal’s office which is accessible to the children – they can then go to the office as soon as they get
to school and put the envelope in the box – this prevents any possible disappearance of money.

Karri App (for a Cash Free School)
Thank you to the parents who have been making use of the Karri App. Non-users please start processing
your payments for the school on the App. Bank charges on cash deposits and card payments will be
eliminated, reducing costs to the school. Karri is powered by Nedbank, meaning your money is ALWAYS
secure. The App has a built-in chat feature for access to assistance at any point. Go ahead - download the
App onto your smartphone, create a login and start making payments. Email: support@karri.co.za. You can
contact them on 021 300 1867. Together, we can make PNPS a cash free and safer place.
Ed-Admin App and Parent Portal
Below is an excerpt from an email we have received from Ed-Admin, informing us that their sites are zero
rated.

Music
Music applications are available throughout the year so it's never too late to reap the benefits of learning an
instrument! Thomas de Bruin, as well as a couple of the other music teachers, have space available for piano
and recorder lessons. Find a copy of our application form online or from reception and hand it in soonest to
reserve your spot! Please contact music@pnps.co.za for music inquiries.
Conquesta Olympiads
The closing date for the Conquesta Olympiads is Friday, 25 June. Please complete and return your form
timeously, should you wish for your child/ren to participate.
The Role of Governing Bodies in Public School Education in South Africa
In the South African Schools Act, the ‘governance of every public school is vested in the governing body’ and
that ‘governing body stands in a position of trust towards the school’. The professional management of the
school is vested in the principal…… so what does this really mean?
The people on our governing body debate and agree between them on the ‘big picture issues’ relating to our
school. This means that all finance issues, planning changes to the school buildings, and the policy decisions,
are vested in the governing body. This body of people consists of 5 parents, 2 teaching staff members, 1
person from the cleaning/maintenance/admin side of the school and the principal. In our governing body we
usually have far more parents as we are allowed to co-opt people to assist the governing body and we
therefore do so.
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More detail on the actual functions of governing bodies can be found in SASA, chapter 3, section 20 and 21 –
schools like ours are known as Section 21 schools – this means that our governing body also has section 21
duties allocated to it. Should you want to read about these functions, and not find this information on the
internet, ask us as we have copies at school.
Lost Property
We currently have dozens of items in lost property, most of these are either not marked or so poorly marked
that we can’t decipher the names. At the end of each term these unmarked items will either go to the
uniform shop to be re-sold or donated to charity.
No private businesses operating at Pinelands North
Occasionally an eager pupil entrepreneur asks me if they can sell goods at school. My standard answer is ‘no’
because we can’t control everything that is sold by anybody. We usually have opportunities for all our grade
4 to 7 pupils to show off their entrepreneurial skills during EMS Market Days, in a controlled manner.
Nothing may be sold, by parents, pupils or staff, without the sanction of the school. Please control this for us
by letting us know if your children are approached to buy anything at school.
Letters of absence
A reminder that if your child is away from school for any amount of time, a letter of absence is required
when they return. If you know that your child will be absent for a doctor’s appointment, or that your family
will be away, please put this in writing too. A note in your child’s homework book will suffice.
Podcasts for additional learning
If your children have spare time on their day off from school, why not spend some time with them looking
through the internet for interesting programmes. If you search the iTunes store you will be sure to find
something that you and your children can listen to or view.
My favourite free podcasts are:
Audio – The History of the World in 100 Things
– Stuff you missed in History Class
– The Critical Thinker
– Shakespeare’s Restless World
– Brain Stuff
– Great Speeches in History
Video – Stuff from the Future
– Stuff of Genius
If you have any you would like to share with us all, email Erica at admin@pnps.co.za and we will insert in
future newsletters.
Replacement of school buses
• One of our school buses was hijacked about a month ago and disappeared, despite Tracker being
activated. The policy on the replacement of school buses is that both are replaced every 3 to 5 years,
depending on the need and the finance available.
• Because we need to replace one bus, and this is the 4th year, the SGB has decided to replace both
buses in the next few months. We have been offered another amazing deal from our usual
dealership in Pretoria who guarantees to buy our buses back at 80% of the purchase price 5 years
later!
• As the SGB invests money in a ‘bus replacement fund’ annually, the replacement costs will not come
out of the annual school budget.
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Can you help?
• Having a party during the holidays or in the near future? Consider donating your ‘gently worn’ party
decorations to the school – we are always looking for festive things for the school.
• We’d appreciate any scrap paper you or your company want to get rid of – A4 paper that is printed
on only one side of a page is ideal for us to use.
• Planning on ‘spring cleaning’ during the winter holidays? Remember the school when you are about
to throw out games, puzzles, books, or magazines. Please send these to Erica who will pass them on.
• Our Aftercare is always in need of the following items:
Tinfoil
Sequins, glitter, shiny beads and buttons
Beads
Coloured straws
Coloured paper and gift wrapping paper
Old broken jewellery
Coloured card
Baking cupcake trays
White paper and card
Large pieces of blue and white fabric or sheets
Baking utensils
Shoe boxes
Cupcake paper holders
Plastic bottles of food colouring
What a privilege it is to teach at this wonderful school!
While out running the other day, I pondered anew about how much I love being principal of this school!
After 25 years at the helm, you would think that I just take this job for granted. Never! Every time I attend
principals’ meetings, in all communities, principals in general are quite a despondent group of people. Most
of them do not ‘like’ their job, they don’t ‘like’ teaching anymore and they are counting the days to their
retirement! Thank you for the part you play in making my life easy!
Yours sincerely

ANN MORTON
Principal

The most recent amount received from MySchool
is R2052.00. Thank you to everybody who swipes
their cards regularly! If you are still not part of this
programme or need to change your details,
remember to visit http://www.myschool.co.za
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PINELANDS NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
CONQUESTA OLYMPIADS
Dear Parents
Our Grade 4 - 7 pupils have once again been invited to participate in the Conquesta 2021
Olympiads. Choices of Conquesta Olympiads are:
English (First Language);
Afrikaans (Second Language);
Mathematics
We would like to take this opportunity to encourage as many pupils as possible to
participate in the above-mentioned Olympiads as they benefit the pupils greatly. Each
participant will also receive a certificate.
All completed entry forms, together with the correct fee, enrolment fee and fee for each
chosen olympiad, should be returned to school no later than Friday, 25 June 2021. The
Karri app will be open for payments. The entry form with the chosen subjects must be
returned to Crystal Dougall.
Thank you for your continued support of the Conquesta Olympiads.
Yours sincerely

Bev Pereira
________________________________________________________________________
CONQUESTA REPLY SLIP

Name of child: ___________________________

SUBJECT

Grade: _____

x

R 20 per paper

English (First Language)

R

Afrikaans (Second Language)

R

Mathematics

R

Enrolment Fee

R 22

Total

R
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