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Dear Parents
Staffing
• Best wishes to our ‘studious’ staff – several will be writing their examinations during this
term.
• Megan Culligan has resigned as she has been chosen to study full time at UCT. She will be
studying psychology and hopes to find time in her week to continue to assist our children at
school. We are so proud of you, Megan!
• Megan Smith and Stan Chilambe will be completing their teaching practice at other schools
in the first few weeks of term 4; Stan at Langa High School and Megan at the Blue School.
Happy Birthday PNPS
Our 73rd birthday will be held on Friday with lovely treats for the children, an online event during
the day and long service awards for staff who have been at the school for a while. Congratulations
to these staff for their dedicated service:
Shereen Stadler
Candice van Zyl
Ashleigh Craig
Tamsin Carelse
Lisa Johnson
Joanne Peers
Caroline Eriksen
Crystal Dougall
Edwin de Kock
Noorenesa Lewis
Vera Nkhahle
Mzolisi Matshalilanga
AGM and Budget Meeting last term
Thanks to the Governing Body for the successful AGM and Budget meetings in the final week of last
term. Thanks too, to those who attended! All resolutions re school fees were passed unanimously.
A letter re the new fees for 2022 went home last term but is included on page 9 in case you didn’t
see it.
Full time school return in 2022
Thanks to the families who have signed up for the meeting on Friday, 15 October at 13:00 in the
hall. Thanks too to the families who have sent their concerns to us so we can address those. A
document was sent yesterday to all those who will attend the meeting on Friday so you can see
what we have thought of so far. Thanks to Jacqui Tooke for putting all our thoughts on paper!
What is your narrative about COVID and its effect on you and your family?
Have you ever thought about how your words and emotional outbursts affect your children? How
will your children remember the ‘Covid time’? Will it be a positive experience, alive with more
opportunities to do things and live life differently? Do they realise they are making history day by
day? What new skills have you and your family learnt during this time?
Life is hard I know but this time has given us all opportunities to thrive, not only to survive. Has your
family grabbed those opportunities? Covid has sought to disconnect people from the world and
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from others, but it has also given more time for families to connect with each other, instead of
doing too much.
As the school is ahead of the planned curriculum, we started using time at the end of last term to
make memories with the children. The sunny weather also gives us more time to spend learning in
the sun! Once assessments are over this term we will continue this pursuit!
Grade 7 Sports’ Celebration
On the final Thursday of last term, the sports’ staff celebrated the grade 7s who, have over their
years at the school, represented us at interschools and interprovincial tournaments. Unathi Radabe,
a past pupil who currently represents South Africa at soccer, spoke to the pupils and handed out
the certificates. The function was live streamed on FaceBook so that parents could attend too.
World Teachers’ Day
The Red Connect team celebrated Pinelands North staff and treated the staff to a ‘Cape Malay
lunch’ after school at the end of last term. We arrived after school closed to find the hall set
beautifully for lunch. Thanks to the whole team, but particularly to Hanlie and Simone for taking
time from work, again, for the benefit of the school.
Grade 4 – 6 camps
Because our children haven’t yet been able to go on outings or camps, the Simonsberg camp staff
came to us! All 3 grades had time in the week to play games, problem solve, develop leadership
qualities and to exercise. Alan, the leader, informed us sadly that he had resigned from the camp as
his family were moving to Zambia. He is joining a private school as their outdoor activity planner.
Good luck Alan, we will miss you!
Stationery
Stationery information will be sent to you by the end of October. Since we do not have the physical
space to keep the photocopy paper, we purchase it during the course of the year. We therefore
require the payment of a levy rather than actual paper. This will be invoiced to your account at the
end of October together with the cost for the school diary which will be handed to pupils at the start
of the new year.
Grade 3 – 7 (2022) - R65 School Diary 2022. All pupils (2022) – R190 Paper levy.
The cost of the 2021 yearbook will also be added to your fee accounts at the end of October. This
keepsake will be invoiced at R100 per family.
Yearbook
The preparations for our annual school yearbook are in full swing. Should you be interested
in advertising in this annual magazine, please contact Jill at hradmin@pnps.co.za for the
form. The exact costs are as follows:
▪ full page colour advertisement @ R1300
▪ full page black & white advertisement @ R1000
▪ half page colour advertisement @ R940
▪ half page black & white advertisement @ R530
▪ quarter page colour advertisement @ R530
▪ quarter page black & white advertisement @ R330
▪ colour insert advertisement @ R220
▪ Black and white insert advertisement @ R175
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▪ Families can also ‘sponsor’ a page in the magazine. Pages can also be sponsored by a group of
friends – divide the cost of the page between you! Please see the advert at the end of this
newsletter for sponsorship price options.
Complete the following google form if you would like to sponsor a page:
https://forms.gle/zJfnyM4SG1XyZWSw6
Galas
Later this term both Foundation Phase and Intermediate Phase children will have the opportunity
to participate in an interhouse fun gala. Unfortunately, no spectators are yet allowed but we will
keep our fingers crossed that this might change during the term.
End of year Awards’ Ceremonies
All grades will hold an awards ceremony in the mornings later in November. Depending on the
circumstances related to Covid at the time, we might be able to include families but this will only be
decided once we have some idea of the arrival of the Fourth Wave.
Earlyact
This term, we will continue to do Food Friday every alternate week. Please see the items that will
be sold each week below:
Week 1: Pizzas for R40 (large garlic pizzas and small tomato pizzas)
Week 3: Organic Honey for R70
Week 5: Pancake Mix for R40
Week 7: Rotis for R30
Week 9: This will be based on the most in demand product above
We will be having two events this term. The first event will be a Food Drive for the hungry. All items
will be donated to communities who are struggling to put food on the table. During week 4, from
25 to 29 October, we are asking families to donate non-perishable food items. Please see the ideas
below. The class that collects the most items by 29 October will receive a free civvies day!

The second event is the Tree of Joy. The Tree of Joy entails making up Christmas presents in
shoeboxes for those less fortunate. More information about this event will be sent out later in the
term.
Megan Culligan
Family Wellness Bingo
Please remember that fundraising forms are due back with money, on 29 October. Remember too
that ideally every child will raise at least R100 towards new Chrome Books. Have fun!
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Sandwiches
Please discuss the need for conserving resources with your children! Our rule is, and has always
been, that if you have spare lunch or sandwiches, you take it to the school kitchen where Aunty
Mumpty stores it for anyone in the school who hasn’t any – either because they left it at home or
because their family can’t provide them with lunch! Please reinforce the need not to waste.
Uniform
• A reminder that a navy cricket hat or our maroon peak cap is part of the school uniform and
that children should have theirs at school every day. From this month onwards, the UV
factor will start rising rapidly and we need our children to be protected from the sun. Please
insist that they wear them during break and after school.
• Either sports uniform or school uniform can still be worn daily but please remind your
children that they should wear maroon shorts and the navy T-shirt with sports shoes,
whenever they participate in sport at Pinelands North.
• When you purchase secondhand uniform, please remember to remove the name of the
previous owner and to CLEARLY mark the item of clothing with your child’s name.
Parental guidance for cell phones
PLEASE ensure that you check your children’s phones at least weekly! One mom told me that she
has made the rule that she is given the phone before bedtime every night – she then can check the
phone whenever she has time, and if she feels the need, every day! Children’s cellphones need to
be monitored very closely, and this is not the school’s responsibility. Using cellphones
inappropriately is getting worse so we need to accept our responsibility for what our children
watch…please don’t let the next call from the school be to you, about YOUR child…
Contact details on Edana App
We have noticed that email addresses and cellphone numbers on the Edana parent portal for some
parents are no longer valid. If your details have changed recently, please update it on the portal as
soon as possible.
Applications for Red Roots 2023
If you have a child who needs to start Grade R in 2023 (if they were born in 2017), please remember
to submit application forms in January or February next year. Please make use of the next couple of
months to obtain all the necessary documents we require, including an unabridged birth certificate
for your child! The paper version will be accompanied by an online version again next year.
MySchool fundraising
Please remember to use your MySchool card whenever you can. We again received R2 095.21 this
month from the ‘swiping’ that you have done for us! It costs you nothing to apply for a card so if
you haven’t got one, contact Erica to find out how to assess your card to assist us with a little extra
every month.
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Hooked on Books
On 23 September we enjoyed a wonderful show performed by the talented
Hooked On Books actors. Between giant snakes and swashbuckling pirates, many
laughs were had by all. Your children likely had lots to say about the exciting time
they had at the end of last term and if any of them were keen to read the books
that were performed, you can find the details below:
JUNIOR:

SENIOR:

Book Name: Rabbit and Bear: Rabbit’s Bad Habits
ISBN: 9781444921687
Author: Julian Gough
Publishers: HODDER

Book Name: Grandma Dangerous and the
Dog of Destiny
ISBN: 9781510102194
Author: Kita Mitchell
Publishers: ORCHARD

Book Name: There’s A Snake in My School
ISBN: 9780008172718
Author: David Walliams
Publishers: HARPER COLLINS(JBP)
Book Name: Ask Oscar
ISBN: 9781405287227
Author: Alan MacDonald
Publishers: EGMONT Penguin
Book Name: The Day the Aliens Nearly Ate Our
Brains
ISBN: 9781406375794
Author: Tom McLaughlin
Publishers: WALKER
Book Name: Adventures of Swashbuckle Lil
ISBN: 9781509881529
Author: Elli Woolard
Publishers: PAN MACMILLIAN
Book Name: I’m Just No Good at Rhyming and
Other Nonsense
ISBN: 9781509881055
Author: Chris Harris
Publishers: PAN MACMILLIAN

Book Name: Boy Underwater
ISBN: 9780008267018
Author: Adam Baron
Publishers: HARPER COLLINS (JBP)
Book Name: Iguana Boy Saves the World
with a Triple Cheese Pizza
ISBN: 9781444939347
Author: James Bishop
Publishers: HODDER
Book Name: The Haven
ISBN: 9781444947601
Author: Simon Lelic
Publishers: HACHETTE
Book Name: Kat Wolfe Investigates
ISBN: 9781509871223
Author: Lauren St John
Publishers: PAN MACMILLIAN
Book Name: I’m Just No Good at
Rhyming and Other Nonsense
ISBN: 9781509881055
Author: Chris Harris
Publishers: PAN MACMILLIAN

Caroline Eriksen
Final assessments
In less than two months, the school year will close! Scary to think that, but true! During this term
your children will be assessed for their final codes for their reports. Please discuss with them the
importance of their assessments and try to instil a very focused work ethic for these final two
months of the year.
Holiday Programme
A reminder that the school will not be running a holiday programme at the end of this year as staff
and pupils officially close on 15 December, and the aftercare staff need some leave as they have
run programmes during every other holiday this year.
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Holidays 2022
Before making holiday arrangements for 2022, please check all term dates because they are very
unusual again next year.

Can you help?
• In line with our eco-school ethos, we’d like to continue planting ‘Spekboom’ trees all around
the school. We are also planting bougainvillea around the fence as a deterrent to people to
climb our fence over weekends and get into the school grounds. If you have any to donate
or would like to buy these for us to plant, they can be sent to Erica in the office.
• Creative and Talented teachers are looking for any old embroidery rings or any rings 20cm in
diameter. Donations of yarn, string, twine, feathers, beads, charms and other accessories
would be appreciated.
Yours sincerely

ANN MORTON
Principal
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